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Contact
Nationality: Bangladesh
Date & place of birth: 1 December 1981, Chittagong.

Address: 
ALIF SAKIN, 1696/A, Khatib Bari Road, Chandgaon, Chittagong-4212, Bangladesh

Tel: +88-01818850754 (Bangladesh), +8613055213171 (China)
E-mail: istiaq.ahmad11@gmail.com
Skype: istiaq.ahmad11
Summary

· A dedicated, self-motivated and hardworking person with postgraduate degrees (MSc, MPhil) in Marine Science majoring Aquaculture and Aquatic Resource Development. Over ten years of research experiences in aquaculture with work experiences in commercial aquaculture organizations at home and abroad. Highly experienced in prawn hatchery and farming, tilapia hatchery and farming in ponds and cages, and carp hatchery and farming. Also, possess technical knowledge and hands-on experience in fish and shellfish hatchery design
Job Experience

09/2018 to present – Research Assistant, Key State Laboratory of Marine Environmental Science (MEL), Xiamen University, China
Key Responsibilities:

· Conducting research on Abalone feeding strategy

07/2018 to 08/2018 – Tilapia Breeding Specialist, WorldFish Center, Bangladesh and South Asia Office
Key Responsibilities:

· Provide short and long-term technical guidance, business counseling, and support to GlFT tilapia hatcheries, entrepreneurs, associations for sustainable development of Tilapia business

· Strengthen WorldFish supported tilapia breeding nucleus (TBN) program and monitor overall activities of GIFT program: GIFT seed production and distribution system in project supported TSHs in FtF ZOI

· Assist feasibility analysis and business planning for TBNs to adopt a branding strategy

· Enable cooperative environment between breeders (TBNs), multipliers (hatcheries and brood stock pond owners), both men and women grow out farmers to deliver quality seed at scale and affordable prices.

· Facilitate pilot test a scalable model of brand and co-brand and management with a limited number of TBNs willing to invest in their own brand, Organize local, regional and national training, workshops and cross-visits for tilapia business entities

· Facilitate distributing/marketing and dissemination of improved GIFT germplasm /seeds among the multiplier hatcheries

· Develop linkages among private companies, exporters, research organizations, DoF and Tilapia farmers organizations

· Assist to develop intensive tilapia farming models and linkage with different export market actors especially with processors and buyers

· Assist to facilitate the process of conducting different surveys, performance assessments, impact studies and capacity

08/2017 to 06/2018 – Senior Hatchery Manager, Organization: BRAC Fisheries Enterprise, Bangladesh
Key Responsibilities: 

· Supervision of Carp and Tilapia hatchery operation and growout unit
· Production of targeted high quality tilapia fingerling and carp fry
· Targeted quantity production of food fish

· Planning and implementing the Broodstock Development Program of carp and tilapia
· Develop and Implement proper Feeding strategy and protocols 
· Standard Operating Procedure (SOP’s) development and implementation

· Best Practices & Quality Management by following SOP’s and adopting new technologies

· Financial analysis and cost control

· Yearly production budget preparation

· Manpower management and staff development program implementation

03/2016 to 08/2017 –  Freelance Aquaculture consultant

Services: 

· Hatchery and Farm layout design & construction (Tilapia, Carp and Prawn), operation and management

· Manpower development/Team Building through training
· Planning the Broodstock Development Program (BDP)
· Develop proper Feeding strategy and protocols and Standard Operating Procedure (SOP’s) development
· Yearly production budget preparation
05/2013 to 10/2015 - Hatchery Manager, Organization: Triton Aquaculture Africa Ltd. Ghana.
Key Responsibilities: 

· Supervision of total hatchery operation

· Nursery operation and management in floating cage

· Production of targeted high quality fingerling by Micro Planning of each & every sections

· Manpower Management/Team Building through training, Evaluation of performances

· Planning and implementing the Broodstock Development Program

· Implement proper Feeding strategy and protocols

· Standard Operating Procedure (SOP’s) development and implementation

· Best Practices & Quality Management by following SOP’s and adopting new technologies

· Financial analysis and cost control

· Yearly production budget preparation
06/2010 to 04/2013 - Assistant Manager (Production), Organization: Quality Aquabreeds Limited, Bangladesh.

Key Responsibilities: 

· Supervise overall hatchery operation and management 

· Supervision of Broodstock development, rearing unit

· Overall hatching unit supervision (Egg collection, Hatching, Fry Stocking etc.)

· Supervision of Sex Reversal Unit, Post Fry rearing

· Feed Chart preparation and supervision of feeding of all the units

· Supervision of activities before fingerling packing
· Tilapia Growout Culture Supervision
· Yearly Production Budget preparation

· Data record and report writing
05/2010 to 07/2010 - Hatchery Consultant
Project Title: Better management practices (BMP) in egg incubation and larval rearing of Macrobrachium rosenbergii using probiotics in two model hatcheries of Chittagong, Bangladesh.
Funded by: Winrock International, Dhaka.

Key Responsibilities:

· Outline the plan for the assignment in collaboration with prawn market team and selected hatcheries
· Determine the appropriate sample size for this assignment in consultation with the prawn market team and selected hatcheries
· Identify stakeholders (probiotics suppliers, hatcheries) for practice.

· Practices the probiotics in the hatcheries with a view of the capacity building of the members of Resource pool
· Prepare report with a vivid picture of probiotics practices in the selected hatcheries
07/2009 to 06/2010 - Research Associates 

Project Title: Sustainable Hatchery Management for Broodstock Development of Macrobrachium          rosenbergii using Probiotics in a Model Hatchery of Chittagong, Bangladesh
Funded by: Ministry of Science and Information & Communication Technology, Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Key Responsibilities:

· Execution and Supervision in Brood Stock collection, Spawner selection, and Monitor the influence of BMP through application of probiotics in brood management and three different stages as egg incubation, larval rearing and post larval rearing

· Execution and Supervision in Water treatment and Purification

· Execution and Supervision in larval stocking, rearing and growth monitoring through Probiotics application

· Execution and Supervision in Water Quality Monitoring, Water and Feed management in larval rearing and monitor the probiotics influence on physico-chemical parameters of water throughout the entire rearing period

· Monitor the time span of different phases of M. rosenbergii life cycle in hatchery conditions using probiotics

· Data collection of different hatchery units and monitoring
· Report writing based on data
03/2007 to 06/2009 - Aquaculture Technician, Organization: FISH PARK (Pvt.) Limited, Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh
Key Responsibilities:

· Preparation of hatchery budget for a financial year
· Designing and Construction of hatchery units

· Direct Participation, Execution and Supervision in all the production operating segments of hatchery including Sand filter preparation, Water Treatment and Purification, Brood Stock collection, management and their re-maturation in earthen ponds, Spawner selection, Larval rearing, Stocking and Growth Monitoring
· Water Quality Monitoring, Water and Feed Management
· Microscopic Observation for Disease Diagnose, Prevention and Control of Disease through medication
· Supervision in Post-larval Rearing and Harvest, Packing and Transportation
· Supervision in Grow-out phase of different species like Carp, Tilapia, Shrimp and Prawn

· Planning of Marketing Strategies  

01/2006 to 10/2006 - Research Associate, Organization: AG Aqua Hatchery, Cox’sBazar, Bangladesh
Key Responsibilities:

· Direct participation and Supervision in all the production segments of hatchery
· Live feed (Artemia), Custard feed preparation and Broodstock feed preparation and feeding monitoring

· Microscopic observation to check the larval and post larval health condition

· Water treatment and water quality monitoring and management

· Data collection of different hatchery units and monitoring.

01/2004 to 12/2004 - Research Assistant

Project Title: Livelihood and Resource Assessment for Aquaculture Development in Waterlogged Paddy Lands: Remote Sensing, GIS and Participatory Approach.  

Funded by: Danish International Development Assistance (DANIDA)

Key Responsibilities:

· Sample collection

· Collection of Infrastructure and other topographic (slope, elevation and land use type) data for GIS analysis

· Collection of socio-economic data through extensive social survey

· Ground truthing of satellite data

· Laboratory analysis of water and soil samples

· Report writing based on data.

Education

2018 – PhD in Marine Biology (ongoing)

2017 -  M. Phil in Marine science (Aquaculture)
Institute of Marine Sciences and Fisheries, University of Chittagong, Bangladesh

2014 - MS in Aquatic Resource Development
Institute of Aquaculture, University of Stirling, UK
2003 – M Sc in Marine Science (Aquaculture)
Institute of Marine Sciences and Fisheries, University of Chittagong, Bangladesh
2002 – B Sc (Honors) in Marine Science
Institute of Marine Sciences and Fisheries, University of Chittagong, Bangladesh
Publication 

2017- Barua D, Das J, Chowdhury IA, et al. (2017) - Response of berried prawn (Macrobrachium rosenbergii) to commercial probiotics. Aquac Res. 2017;00:1–5. https://doi.org/10.1111/are.13419
2017 – Chowdhury IA, Das J, Das NG (2017) – Development of Probiotics based culture system of Macrobrachium rosenbergii using different stocking densities. J Aquac Res, Development, vol-8, issue-6, ISSN : 2155-9546. 

2011 - Barua P, Zamal H, Chowdhury MSN, Chowdhury IA (2011) - “Formulation, status and sustainability of Aquaculture feed industries in Bangladesh”- International Aqua Feed. Vol-14, issue-1, Page-24-29
2010 - Barua P, Das NG, Das J, Chowdhury IA (2010) - “Floating Hapa Technology for the mass production of Oreochromis niloticus in Bangladesh”- Aquaculture Asia. Vol-XV, No-4. Page-28-30
2010 - Chowdhury IA, Hossain MS, Das NG (2010) - ‘‘Reuse a Volume of Water in Freshwater Prawn Hatchery Using Biofilter.’’- AQUANET (ISSN: 2078-0508) Vol 1, No.1, pp. 53-59
2009 - Hossain MS, Das NG, Chowdhury IA and Bhattacharjee H (2009) – “Biofilter preparation by using indigenous materials for Freshwater Shrimp Hatchery Operation in Bangladesh” - World Aquaculture. Vol-40, No-02. Page-5-10, 64. USA.
2007 - Chowdhury IA, Hossain MS, Das NG and Bhattacharjee H (2007) – “Biofilter preparation with indigenous materials for environment-friendly prawn hatchery operation at Chakaria, Cox'sBazar”. In National Workshop on Freshwater Prawn Farming: Search for New Technologies. Wahab, M.A. and M.A.R. Faruk (eds). Bangladesh Agricultural University & Bangladesh Fisheries Research Forum. 28p. Bangladesh. 

Research experience
2017 -  “Development of Probiotics based Macrobrachium rosenbergii culture using different stocking density". M. Phil. Thesis submitted to Institute of Marine Sciences and Fisheries, University of Chittagong.

2012 - “Nile Tilapia (Oreochromis niloticus) Brood Management and Quality Monosex Fry Production in a Commercial Hatchery of Bangladesh". For MS thesis submitted to Institute of Aquaculture, University of Stirling, UK
2006 - “Biofiltration System for Sustainable Prawn (Macrobrachium rosenbergii) Hatchery Operation”. M.Sc Thesis submitted to Institute of Marine Science and Fisheries, University of Chittagong.

2005 - “Study on Artemia Biomass Production in outdoor Culture at a Hatchery in Cox'sBazar". A Term paper submitted to the Institute of Marine Sciences and Fisheries, University of Chittagong.

2005 - “Biodiversity Loss Due to the Wild Fry (Giant Tiger Prawn, Macrobrachium rosenbergii) collection in the River Karnaphuly”. A Case Study Report Submitted to the Institute of Marine Science & Fisheries, University of Chittagong.

Training/Workshop
2012 - Completed training program on “Quality Fish Seed Production through Brood Fish Management in SAARC Countries” at Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture (CIFA), India. (1st October to 10th October, 2012). 
2010 - Attended training program on “Tilapia Hatchery operation and Management” at Asian Institute of Technology, Thailand. (4th July to 24th July, 2010).

2009 - Attended training program on “Project Monitoring & Evaluation for NGOs & Development Sectors (Effective tools and techniques to design and implement for NGO and development sector)” Organized by Prothom-Alojobs. (10th October 2009).

2009 - Attended training program on “ISO 14000 Environmental Management System and WRAP”, jointly organized by Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) and German Technical Co-operation (GTZ). (10th August 2009).

2004 - Completed a workshop on “Sustainable Livelihood Approach in Marine Fisheries Education and Research”, jointly organized by Institute of Marine Sciences & Fisheries, CU and DFID-SUFER Project. (6th -8th June, 2004)
2002 - Completed Training on “Diploma in Computer Certificate Course” organized by Juba Unnayan Training Complex. (April-September 2002).

Scholarship/ Award
2018 – Chinese Govt. Marine Scholarship for PhD study
2013 – FK, Norway & NACA South to South Exchange Fellowship for “Integrated Tilapia Farming”              (Madagascar)
2012 – SAARC Fisheries Training Scholarship for “Quality Fish Seed Production through Brood Fish Management in SAARC Countries” (India)

2010 – Commonwealth Distance Learning Scholarship for MSc study (United Kingdom)
2009 – Dutch-Bangla Fellowship for M.Phil study (Bangladesh)

2006 – UGC Merit Scholarship for excellent result in BSc (Hons)
1995 – Secondary school Scholarship
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